
What Is This Thing 

Called Garden Club?
An Orientation for Prospective and New 

Members

A Refresher for Current Members



The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
CLUB COLLECT

Our Father, Who didst first reveal 
thyself in a garden, touch our eyes 
that we may see Thee in power, 
wonder, majesty, and glory in every 
growing plant.  Attune our ears to 
Thy whisperings, among the trees.  
May Thy Holy Spirit prune, purify, 
and nurture our souls, that fragrant 
deeds shall blossom in the lives and 
beautify the world.  And grant  that 
we may walk with Thee through 
eternity in that promised Garden of 
God.  Amen.

By Mrs. Frank Burney
Adopted January 1959



The Garden Club of Georgia, 

Inc.
2450 S. Milledge Avenue 
Athens, GA 30602-5817 
E-mail: gcga@uga.edu
Phone: 706-227-5369

mailto:gcga@uga.edu


Peggy Tucker, State President.

GCG State Seal  
Brown Thrasher &  Cherokee Rose 

State Colors 
Green & White.



The Mission of The Garden Club of 
Georgia, Inc.

•Beautification

•Conservation

•Education



The Garden Club of Georgia 

Headquarters House in Athens



The Seven 

Districts of GCG 

Laurel I

Azalea II

Oleander III

Camellia IV

Magnolia V

Dogwood VI

Redbud VII



National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.

7 Districts 

24 Councils

310 Garden Clubs

8861 Members



Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.

DS

Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, 

Tennessee



National Garden Clubs, Inc.
NGC

Headquarters House 

St. Louis, Missouri



2021-2023 GCG President’s Projects

• Planting Natives
Willie Maxwell, GCG Chairman

• Protecting & Planting for 

Pollinators

Diane Hunter, GCG Chairman

• Mentoring New Clubs

Leanne Penman, GCG Chairman

• DSR Special Projects
Diane Hunter, GCG Chairman

• NGC Special  Projects

Lisa Hall, GCG Chairman



GCG Continuing Projects

• Penny Pines

• Pull a Tab and Save for Ronald McDonald

• Planting Natives

• Garden Week in Georgia

• National Garden Week

• Mentoring New Clubs



Community Gardens

Deep South Garden Clubs Inc. 
Theme:  Service Through Action

Carol Hall, Regional Director
clinnhall@mindspring.com

“Plant Deep South with a Rainbow of Color”



National Garden Clubs 

President’s Theme

“Plant America…Play Outdoors”

Mary Warshauer, NGC President
mwarshauer@gardenclub.org



GCG Scholarship Program

• Dollars Educate Scholars; $1 per   member 
contribution

• Donations; any amount appreciated

• Patron of Scholarships; $200

• Named Scholarships; $1000 or more

• Life Memberships; 50% of a Life 
Membership

Susan Turner, GCG Chairman
Dot Williams, Advisor 



Life Memberships
• State Life Membership - $100.00 

50% to Scholarship Program 

50% to HQ House Unrestricted Endowment Fund

• Deep South Life Membership  - $50.00 
100% to DSR Scholarship Fund

• National Life Membership - $200.00 
50% to NGC Scholarship Fund 

50% to National HQ House Endowment

Bess Hartley, GCG Chairman



Membership

• Members contribute $10 per member each year to fund the work 
of GCG. These dues are paid by each garden club and are sent along 
with a current list of members and their contact information. Please 
send updated addresses to headquarters as soon as possible. 

• Dues are due by March 1st of each year. A list of the current 
information on file at GCG Headquarters will be sent to each garden 
club in January.

• Subscribing memberships are available to honor someone who has 
contributed to your garden club or a family member. These 
memberships cost $25 and are renewable on the anniversary date. 
A reminder will be sent to the giver.

• Currently there is a contest between the districts for the number of 
subscribing memberships generated in a year.

• Please send an updated list of officers to GCG headquarters and to 
the District Director.



GCG Grant Programs

• Community On My Mind Grant

• Historic Landscape and Garden Grant Program

• Flower Show Grant Program

• Blue Star Marker Restoration Grant

• Garden Therapy Grant Program

Barrington Hall Boxwood Gardens were restored, in part, with a 2006 Historic 
Landscape and Garden Grant. This has been an ongoing, two year project by Roswell 

Garden Club members.



State Botanical Garden of Georgia

Arboreta/Botanical and Memorial 

Gardens
Mary Denney, GCG Chairman 



Garden Therapy
Linda Harris, GCG Chairman
Peggy Tucker, Co-Chairman



Founders Memorial Garden

Peggy Glover, GCG Chairman
Carol Reap, Advisor 



Leconte-Woodmanston Plantation 

and Botanical Gardens

Winette Almon, GCG Chairman



Land Trust/Marshall Forest
Caroline Alford,  GCG Chairman

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marshall_forest1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marshallforest_sm.jpg


Roadside Beautification
Kathryn Litton, GCG Chairman



GCG Courses
Basic Horticulture

Basic Design
Fran Myers, GCG Chairman

Sally Holcombe, Co-Chairman



NGC Courses

Landscape Design School

Gardening School

Environmental School

Flower Show School



Awards Program

Dee Ann Wyse, GCG Chairman
Marie Purser, Co-Chairman

• Lookup the requirements for each award on the GCG Website under 
Awards. 

• The awards criteria for National, Deep South, and GCG have been 
revised as of June 2021.

• Be aware that the due date is when the application must be in the hands 
of each chairman.

• Plan ahead and complete your application as the event occurs, don’t 
wait until the last minute. 

• Take lots of pictures to document your activity.
• Most award applications are only 3 page long and most are due by 

December 1st of each year.
• Attend the awards workshop offered every two years to learn more.



Blue Star Memorial 

Marker Program
Jan Marie Thiese, GCG Chairman



Historic Trail Marker 

Program
Peg Glover, GCG Chairman



The First Week in June
Jill Walker, GCG Chairman

National 

Garden 

Week



Legislative Advocacy
Talley Sweat, GCG Advisor 

Barbara Bourque, GCG Chairman



Youth Garden Clubs
Trudy Rudert, GCG Chairman



Wild and Wonderful Youth Camp
Molly Kimler, GCG Chairman

Susan Turner, Co-Chairman



Mary Ogden, Woodsy Owl/Smokey Bear Poster Contest Chairman
Jean O’Shields, Youth Poetry Contest Chairman  

Trudy Rudert, Youth Essay Chairman
Mary Ogden, Youth Sculpture Contest Chairman



All Garden Club Members receive the magazine! 

Garden Gateways

Published Quarterly

Victoria Chandler, Editor Dorothy Lee, Copy Editor 



GCG District Directors
LAUREL DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
SUSAN STEPHENS 
527 WATERFORD DR 
CARTERSVILLE GA 30120 
770-547-4026 
sstep47151@aol.com 
“Plant America with Health, Happiness, and Fun” 

AZALEA DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
BETTY DAVIS 
3725 WEXFORD DR 
MARTINEZ GA 30907 
706-394-1667 
bettyboop2315@yahoo.com 
“Leave the Chrysalis - Emerge to Beauty” 

OLEANDER DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
GENELDA M REESE 
1237 AKINS POND RD 
STATESBORO GA 30461 
912-764-6721 912-682-9243 
geneldareese@gmail.com
“Protect Our Green Spaces, and Plant Us Beautiful” 

CAMELLIA DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
RITA HIGHTOWER 
3321 BELLEMEADE DR 
VALDOSTA GA 31605 
804-350-7871
ritahightower@att.net
“To Plant a Garden is to Believe in Tomorrow “

MAGNOLIA DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
NILSA SUMMEY
721 BIGGERS RD
COLUMBUS GA 31904 

706-330-1587 706-536-8848 nilsa.summey@yahoo.com
“Let’s Go and Grow” 

DOGWOOD DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
CHRIS ADAMS 
7500 OLD MAINE TRL 
ATLANTA GA 30328 
404-695-8210 
cadams30041@yahoo.com 
“Nurturing Friendships Through the Love of Gardens” 

REDBUD DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
GALE THOMAS 
1301 SAXONY DR SE 
CONYERS GA 30013 
770-785-6579 404-790-7101 thomas19546@bellsouth.net 
“Growing Our Clubs While Making Positive Impacts on Our 
Communities”

mailto:ritahightower@att.net


Send Club and Council articles to Susan Stephens, Editor 
sstep47151@aol.com

This is a statewide newsletter and is published Quarterly. 

Articles and photos must be sent before deadlines of

February 15, May 15, August 15, November 15

Board 

Briefs
A Newsletter from The Garden 
Club of Georgia, Inc. Board of 

Directors 



GCG Listserv Managers
Barbara Bourque

b.bourque@comcast.net

Janet Carn

jbc0112@gmail.com



Find us on Facebook.  “Like Us” and 

come back often to keep up with Garden 

Club of Georgia events and news as well 

as other items our members enjoy!  



GCG Website

Barbara Bourque, Manager

www.gardenclub.uga.edu
Download forms, awards info, and learn more about 

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. 

Online Guide Login Information

User Name: guide

Password: grow1315 

Bonnie Nash, Administrator GCG Headquarters

http://www.gardenclub.uga.edu/

