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The Azalea Trumpet  

                                        Summer2024 
 

 

 

 

A  publication of the of The Garden of Georgia, 
the Deep South Region, and the National Garden Club 

Dear Amazing Azaleas, 

 

I hope you are all enjoy-

ing your summer break 

by now. Thank all of you 

so much for the splendid 

work you did with your 

President’s Reports and 

Registration in 365. You 

did an unBEElivable job.  

  

I so enjoyed seeing you 

at the Convention in 

Peachtree City where we enjoyed “Bloom in the Heart of Georgia” 

and the hospitality of the Redbud District. They did a wonderful job!  

We all enjoyed the company, awards, presentations, and speakers. 

[The awards are listed in this Trumpet.]  

 

Congratulations to all the winners. 

You make me proud! 

 

On April 20 I was the representative to the Georgia Bird Fest in Ath-

ens and promoted GCG as well as learned more about this group.  

 

I have heard from some of you about attending club meetings or 

events you are holding. I will be attending a Day Lily show in Gray 

on June 1 and an end of the year picnic on June 6 in Watkinsville.  
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It was a privilege to be able to install the new officers of the Iris 

Garden Club in Washington and enjoy their lovely luncheon. I look 

forward to working with this new group during the summer as 

they will host our August 20 Azalea District Board Meeting.  

  

Please remember to send me the ways you celebrated Garden Week 

in Georgia and your plans for National Garden Week. I know you 

have some great ideas.  

  

Get some well-deserved rest this summer, whether that is working 

in your gardens, visiting friends and family, or traveling to exotic 

places. I will Bee Buzzing around this summer, and if you need me 

or have a question, please feel free to call, text, or email. Thank 

you all for making my first year as the Azalea District Director 

such a joy and an education! 
 

Wishing you Happy Days ahead, Jane Edmunds Azalea District Di-

rector. 

 

GEORGIA BIRD FEST SUMMIT 

Birds Georgia hosted the inaugural Georgia Bird Fest Summit at the Classic Center in Athens, 

GA on Saturday, April 20, 2024, where bird enthusiasts from across the state shared 

knowledge about birds and bird related issues in Georgia. 

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. was invited to have a booth to promote membership and 

provide information to the birders about gardening.  Jane Edmunds, Azalea District Director, 

manned the booth decorated with beautiful, bearded iris from her garden. 
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Maudlyn Ann Smith passed away on Monday, March 18, 2024, after an extend-
ed illness, with her loving husband by her side. Funeral services will be Friday, 
March 22, 2024, in the chapel of Gray Memorial at 2:00 PM with a visitation 
for family and friends at 1:00 PM. Interment will follow at Cedar Ridge Ceme-
tery. Elder Michael Hataway will officiate. 
 
Maudlyn was born on September 6, 1940, to the late James Frank Gordon Sr., 
and Annie Jackson at their home on Five Point Road in Jones County. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was preceded in death by her brothers, James Frank 
Gordon Jr., Benjamin Andrew Gordon, Robert Allen Gordon, and sister Jacque-
lyn Sue Gordon. Maudlyn was the oldest of seven girls and took responsibility 

for assisting her mother in raising this large family. 
 
Maudlyn was a graduate of Jones County High School. She grew up on the family farms in Wayside, with all 
the life experiences you would appreciate during that time with a large family. She was a traditional lady as 
well as a very modern lady for her time, fashionable, intuitive, made her own clothes as well as clothes for the 
family, and a talented seamstress. She built her first house, bought her first Camaro and wished upon a star 
for someone to love her and then she met Ed. Maudlyn attended Crandall Business School and developed 
proficient skills at bookkeeping which she used in her career at the S&S cafeteria home office for forty-four 
years. She was a member of the Jones County Garden Club and won third place for her day lily entry. 
Maudlyn and Ed were members of the Gray Square Dance Club where they first met and Ed extended his 
hand and said, “may I have this dance" beginning their wonderful life together. Generous in spirit to her ex-
tended family by always remembering them on their birthdays, holidays, and special occasions with a home-
made gift or card. Remembered as well for her holiday fruit cakes. Maudlyn was supportive of Ed’s work with 
the Gray Volunteer Fire Department during his many days away from home training and fire calls. 

Maudlyn Ann Smith 

September 6, 1940—March 18, 2024 
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Mrs. Linda Haley Harris, Born in Lavonia, GA, she was the 
daughter of the late Joe G. Haley and Alice Lorene Walters Ha-
ley.  Mrs. Harris attended Tift College in Milledgeville and re-
ceived her Masters from the University of Georgia. Linda was 
a retired teacher and she taught math for 36 years at both the 
Mt. Olivet Elementary School and Hart County Middle School, 

and after her retirement joined the Retired Educators Association. Mrs. Harris was a mem-
ber of the Pine Tree Garden Club for 50 years where she served as a two-term president, 
secretary, treasurer, and parliamentarian. She also served on the Azalea Board as a treasur-
er and on various committees, and she served on the Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. board 
for the past several terms. Mrs. Harris was a member of the First Baptist Church of Hartwell 
where she had a perfect attendance record of 44 years, was an alto in the sanctuary choir, 
member of the Senior Adult Ministry, served on the offering counting committee, served as 
a deaconess, president of the Hubert Milford Sunday School class, and a member of the 
Motivated By Love WMU. She also was a member of Ya-Ya’s Red Hat Group. 

 

Linda Haley Harris 

January 12, 1944—April 21, 2024 
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Now’s the time to be  preparing and discussing the Azalea 

District Awards your club will apply for prior to the Septem-

ber 30 deadline. 

All Club Presidents were sent a copy of the Awards Guide 

last year, and it is a portion of the Azalea District Board 

Handbook given to all club presidents and Board members. 

If you can’t find a copy, please refer to the Awards Section 

of the Azalea District Handbook located on the GCG website 

— www.georgiaclubofgeorgia.org.  

Once on the website  use the Member Resources pulldown 

to go to the Personnel Guide.  Once that page comes up, 

look for Azalea District and then find the Azalea District 

Handbook. On the Table of Contents, you can click on the 

Azalea District Awards. 

Award winners will be announced at the Azalea District Annual Fall 

Meeting in Gray, Ga, on October 17, 2024.  Many clubs have pro-

jects and activities  that meet the requirements for awards, yet 

clubs fail to make application  for awards. This year showcase the 

work you are doing in your clubs and APPLY for AWARDS!!! 

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Charlotte 

White, Azalea District Awards Chairman, at 706-829-5008 or 

ccw3395@aol.com. 

 

    CLUBS CAN’T WIN IF THEY DON’T APPLY! 

Charlotte White, Azalea District Awards Chairman 

Chairman Reports 
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Members of the Milledgeville Garden Club ventured 
to Athens for a private tour of the State Botanical 
Gardens of Georgia, home to the Garden Club of 
Georgia. While guiding the group through the vari-
ous specialty gardens, Master Gardener Rick Rose 
entertained them with his quick wit, storytelling 
ability and knowledge of the gardens. Of particular 
interest was the extensive Children’s Garden with 
its many hands-on, interactive educational elements. 
The guided tour was followed by a picnic lunch on 
the visitor’s center patio.  

Pictured under the metal entrance to the Flower 
Gardens are: Linda Poyner, Elizabeth Hines, Carol 
Grant, Sherrill Jones, Jennifer Pollard and Anne 
Smart.   

It was a great day among garden loving friends, in 
beautiful surroundings! 

Milledgeville Garden Club 

News from Our Clubs 

Milledgeville Garden Club  

We are Honored! 

“The Milledgeville Garden Club re-
cently received recognition as a 
“Garden Club of Excellence “ from 
the Garden Club of Georgia. Shown 
with the certificate are former club 
president Kathy Chandler and cur-
rent president Jennifer Pollard.” 
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Gateways (Social Circle) and Rosemary & Thyme (Loganville) Garden 

Clubs 

Gateways and Rosemary and 

Thyme Garden Clubs hosted a 

very informative talk by Dr 

Jacobus (Jaap) de Roode, from  

Samuel Candler Dobbs Profes-

sor of Biology Emory University 

Biology Department of Biology, 

director of the de Roode Mon-

arch lab and on the Rosalynn 

Carter Butterfly Trail Board.    

His topic was Monarch Butter-

flies: Science and Conservation.   

He talked about infectious dis-

eases, life cycle, travel patterns 

and how we can attract the 

Monarchs and pollinators to 

our garden.   Local Garden 

Clubs and Master Gardeners 

were invited to this talk.  The 

clubs hope to host more up to 

date topics regularly  

Beautiful and graceful, varied and enchanting, small but approacha-

ble, 

butterflies lead you to the sunny side of life.  And everyone deserves a 

little sunshine.                                             

 

~Jeffrey Glassberg 
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The Louisville Garden Club celebrated their 

75th anniversary on February 7, 2023, with ca-

mellias and a high tea.  Wearing their pink LGC 

aprons and pearls, the women of the club en-

joyed “high tea” refreshments made by mem-

bers of the club, before learning how to wax 

the camellias brought to the meeting from 

their yards and gardens.  Former club member 

Donna Borders, now of the Dillon, South Caro-

lina Garden Club, showed club members how 

to dip camellias into wax to preserve them for 

several days.  The effect was captivating with 

many varieties of camellias looking almost like they were made of porcelain.  The meeting was held 

at the home of LGC member Tish Easterlin.   

The Louisville Garden Club, with approximately 30 members, is actively involved in many community 

beautification projects, including the planting of hundreds of daffodils in public green spaces, and 

the continued planting of trees and flowers at the county courthouse. Most recently, the club spon-

sored the planting of four “Flame Thrower” red bud trees on the grounds of the courthouse.   

Louisville Garden Club 

Celebrates Seventy-fifth 

To be eligible for the Yard of the Month, residences yards must be cut, manicured and landscaped 
by the homeowner, no professional maintenance and be aesthetically appealing.  We are proud to 
have such dedicated neighbors in Milledgeville and Baldwin County who exemplify landscaping 
beautiful lawns with red Knockout roses, ornamental grasses,  shrubs and colorful planters and bas-
kets making for inviting havens to local birds and insects. May their yards continue to delight pass-
ersby and inspire us. Job well done, neighbors! 

The Milledgeville  Garden Club awarded two 
“Yard of the Month“ Awards to local residents for 
April/May 2024.   

The Certificates of Beautification awards were 
presented to Mark and Amelia Pelton, pictured; 
and Ron and Deb Hobbs.    

Milledgeville Garden Club 
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 “All About Hydrangeas” by 

guest speaker Gary Starrett, 

Owner of Beulahland Hy-

drangea Gardens & Nursery 

in Bolingbroke, GA, was 

awesome! 

 Using a slide presentation 

featuring photos of beauti-

ful hydrangea gardens, he shared details on growing and propagating hydrangeas in his 

gardens with the Milledgeville Garden Club.   

 Pictured are Hostesses (L/R) Anne Walden,   Mary Nevins, Jane 

Thompson, Harriett Whipple, Susy Little, Joanne Battle and 

Connie Moody. Delicious refreshments were then served by these 

Hostesses inside Rose Hill Mansion at Lockerly Arboretum.   

 

Milledgeville 

 Garden Club 

Gray Garden Club had a busy Garden Week in Georgia. We started  

with the signing of the GWIG proclamation.  Members  enjoyed the 

April meeting with our guest speaker (and family) Jon 

Jackson from Comfort Farms, placed flowers  in public 

places,  played Bingo with the residents of Lynn Haven 

Health and Rehabilitation, placed GWIG signs at the 

Chamber of Commerce and the Round Oak Memorial Gar-

den, placed GWIG brochures at the Chamber of Com-

merce and Tractor Supply,  refreshed the PA flower beds 

at the library, held a clean up day at the Round  Oak Me-

morial Garden, participated in the local Spring Festival 

selling plants, assisted with Earth Day festivities at the 

Jones County Pre-K and most importantly , awarded the 

$1,000.00  2024 Gray Garden Club Elmyr Henderson Me-

morial Scholarship to Christy Chambers to pursue her 

studies in horticulture. 

Gray Garden Club 
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MilledgeVILLE garden club 

 
The Milledgeville Garden Club showed its patriotism 

by refreshing planters at the Georgia War Veterans 

Home in Milledgeville, Georgia this May.  Members 

met on a rainy Friday to bring petunias, geraniums, 

lamb’s ear with its beautiful silver foliage and a vari-

ety of red, white, and blue flowering plants to the 

garden.  

 It was an opportunity not only to refresh the plant-

ers, but to speak with the veterans who take their 

daily walks.  Remembering our fallen heroes and 

honoring those still with us who served to keep our 

freedom lest we never forget.  

Iris Garden Club, Augusta 
 

 On Friday, May 24, 2024, an Iris Sculpture was un-
veiled at 5th and Reynolds Streets in downtown Au-
gusta to honor the Iris-Augusta Garden Club and to 
promote accessible art in the community.   The club 
was formed 75 years ago in 1948 when ten ladies met 
and decided one of their goals was to “enhance and 
beautify both public and private grounds.” Their first 
project was the creation of the Blue Star Garden in 
downtown Augusta where the Iris Sculpture was 
placed.  The sculpture was designed by Colleen and 
Wesley Stewart and funded by the Georgia Rehabilita-
tion Institute led by Dennis Skelley, with the Greater 
Augusta Arts Council supervising the project.  Kathy 
Clark, President of the Iris-Augusta Garden Club wel-
comed everyone and recognized attendees from the 
mayor’s office and Greater Augusta Arts Council, city 

commissioners, Mr. Skelley, and the artists.  She then gave a brief history of Iris-Augusta and the 
club’s mission to preserve the Blue Star Garden, and to improve it with the addition of a Gold Star 
marker in 2022.   Pat Hathaway, past president, then spoke of how she led the rejuvenation project 
in 2000. Members of the Arts Council, Mr. Skelley, and the artists spoke briefly. A ribbon cutting cere-
mony followed.  Iris-Augusta members present were: Jean Kernaghan, Pat Hathaway, Pat Donohue, 
Victoria Pudish, Joyce Haskell, Tina Tanner, Bonnie McClain, and Kathy Clark. 

Volunteers present were Gail Pohl, BJ Simpson, Elaine Alt-

man, Sherrill Jones, Linda Poyner, Harriett Whipple, Jan 

Law, and Sue Wright, Chair of the MGC Garden Therpy. 
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Announcements 
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GCG Legislative Update and GA Water Coalition Annual Meeting – 
Barbara Bourque 

The Georgia legislative session ended on March 29th.  It is very disappoint-
ing to report that HB72- the Okefenokee Protection Act, failed to move out 
of committee in spite of 95 or more bi-partisan sponsors. The public wants 
to protect the Swamp. Our leaders need to listen.  Please continue to 
contact your State Rep. and Senator to keep up the pressure during the ‘off 
season’.  WRITE to the Governor!   He holds the power to get something 
done.    We hope you wrote to the GA EPD expressing your desire that 
they deny Twin Pines a permit to mine. Right now, that is our hope, that 
EPD will develop rules/regs to make mining on Trail Ridge very difficult. 
The fight over the permits for Twin Pines continues and it will come up 
again next year – but we need to continue to work hard on this issue.   

HB1223 passed – good news – in the fight to better regulate the application 
of ‘soil amendments’ on open fields. Too often industrial sludge containing 
chicken by-products were being sprayed on farmer’s fields, causing horrid 
odors and flies. Or PFAS “forever chemicals” were included.  There will be 
much more on PFAS in coming years.  

No Legislation on the Coal Ash issue this session. Hope is that the US EPA 
will force the GA EPD to require coal ash to be placed in LINED pits, and 
not issue permits to close ash ponds if coal ash is sitting in unlined pits in 
groundwater near rivers:  at Plant Scherer in Monroe Co. near the Oc-
mulgee River; at Plant Hammond near the Coosa River; and at Plant Yates 
in Coweta Co. close to the Chattahoochee River.  

“The philosopher who said that work well done never 
needs doing over never weeded a garden.” 

~Ray Everson 



13  

 



14  

 



15  

 



16  

 

“The hum of bees is the voice 
of the garden.”  

      — Elizabeth Lawrence  
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Azalea District Calendar 2024-2025     
 

June 2-4, 2024                                 National Garden Club Convention                                     Denver, CO  

June 2—8, 2024                             National Garden Week 

August 6, 2024                               Azalea District Executive Board Meeting 

August 20, 2024                             Azalea District Board Meeting                                            Washington 

September 10, 2024                      GCG Fall Board Meeting 

September 30, 2024                      DEADLINE FOR FALL AZAELA TRUMPET 

 

 

“What was paradise, but a garden full of vegetables and herbs and 
pleasure? Nothing there but delights.” 

– William Lawson 


