
Join Us for the 98th Annual Convention! 

 

“GCG Celebrates America” 
Crowne Plaza Hotel and Conference Center 

Peachtree City, Ga. 

 
Let’s Gather Together!  The Magnolia District and The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. 

invites Garden Club members to The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.’s 98th Annual 

Convention at the Crown Plaza in Peachtree City, Georgia as “GCG Celebrates 

America”. The Crown Plaza Hotel and Conference Center offers the perfect setting 

for the three days of information, fun, shopping, and fellowship. It has gorgeous 

outdoor scenery, beautiful lakes, and relaxing accommodations.   

On April 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, 2026, there will be great workshops for skill 

development, celebration of garden clubs with awards for projects, and featured 

speakers to educate members. There will be a raffle for entertainment and  a 

variety of interesting vendors for shopping pleasure. Enjoy the beautiful floral 

designs by the districts presented for your visual enjoyment plus learn about the  

educational exhibits which focus on programs of GCG. 

Our first speaker Dr. Jaap de Roode will be featured during our opening session of 

the Convention on April 1st at 10 am so do not be late to check in and start the 

adventure. Lunch will be on your own followed by an afternoon workshop 

presented by Suzanne Finger. That evening there will be a district photo gathering, 

a cash bar and a buffet dinner followed by the world-famous Awards Event. April 

2nd will have the business meeting, workshops, and speakers. Our speakers on day 

two will include Dr. Sheri Dorn, Joe Cook, Katherine Kennedy and Dr. Emily Coffey. 

The evening speaker will be Dorinda Dallmeyer. 

This year we will feature two fee-based workshops featuring two of GCG’s floral 

designers, Anna Burns on April 1 and Lynn Fronk on April 3.  Space for these sessions 

is limited to the first 20 registrants, so get your registration early! 

Rest, relaxation, friendships, education, celebration, and shopping! What a great 

time you will have if you come! You do not want to miss this convention! Put it on 

your calendar today! Invite a friend! 
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SPEAKERS TO BE FEATURED AT GCG CONVENTION 

Dr. Jaap de Roode studied biology at the Wageningen University in the 

Netherlands and obtained his PhD in evolutionary biology from the 

University of Edinburgh. He is currently the Samuel Candler Dobbs 

Professor at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, where he studies 

parasites of monarch butterflies and honeybees. He directs the Infectious 

Diseases Across Scales Training Program. He will provide an overview of 

monarch biology, and the research on how parasites infect monarchs and 

interfere with their migration. Following this, he will discuss how other 

animals use medicine, and how planting native gardens can help pollinators 

and our pets find the medicine they need. Session Topic: Monarch Butterflies 

and Other Pollinators 

 

 

 Dr. Sheri Dorn joined University of Georgia’s Department of 

Horticulture in August 2025 as an Assistant Professor specializing in 

Sociohorticulture and Horticultural Therapy after thirteen years as UGA’s 

Extension Horticulturist for Consumer Ornamentals and Georgia Master 

Gardener Extension Volunteer Program State Coordinator. In her new role 

at UGA, Sheri is creating a horticultural therapy program for both 

undergraduate and graduate study. Sheri’s research centers on the 

relationship between people and plants, including therapeutic horticulture 

benefits for people with dementia and their care partners, as well the 

utilization of horticulture-based citizen science for social engagement. 

Session Topic: Horticulture Therapy 

Dr. Emily Coffey serves as the Director of Conservation & Research at the 

Atlanta Botanical Garden, where she leads a team dedicated to the 

preservation of rare and endangered plant and amphibian species. Since 

joining the Garden in 2017, Dr. Coffey has overseen groundbreaking 

research and conservation initiatives, including the Southeastern Center for 

Conservation—a regional hub fostering collaboration among plant 

conservationists across the Southeast. Prior to her current role, she was a 

biology faculty member at the University of North Carolina at Asheville. 

Dr. Coffey holds a PhD and MSc from the University of Oxford, and a BSc 

in Biology from the University of Missouri. Her academic and professional 

Hailing from Thomasville, Georgia, Suzanne Finger is a Landscape 

Architect with over 30 years of experience creating meaningful outdoor 

spaces for her clients. From intimate Charleston courtyard gardens to 

major Universities up and down the East 

Coast, Suzanne’s extensive plant knowledge and diverse background in 

master planning, building programming, and planting design have 

helped shape the landscape in her community and beyond. Session 

Topic: A Taste of the American Landscape – History of the American 

Kitchen Garden 
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journey reflects a deep commitment to biodiversity and ecological stewardship. Session Topic: 

The Crucial Role of Botanical Gardens in Plant Conservation. 

Katherine Kennedy, Executive Director Concrete Jungle K, a nonprofit 

dedicated to serving food-insecure communities across Georgia. The 

organization’s impact is made possible through the collective efforts of its 

volunteers, donors, tree and orchard owners, farmers, and partner 

organizations. Before joining Concrete Jungle, Katherine served as the 

Gardens Manager at the Lionheart School, where she developed 

horticultural and occupational therapy programs tailored for students with 

autism and related challenges. She earned her Bachelor of Arts from the 

University of Georgia, cultivating a deep passion for sustainable agriculture 

and community engagement. Katherine’s expertise and unwavering 

commitment to environmental stewardship have been vital in transforming neglected urban spaces 

into vibrant community gardens through Concrete Jungle’s mission. Session Topic: Alleviating 

Hunger and Related Health Issues by Growing and Gleaning Produce 

Joe Cook, Photographer and Writer,  is a 1988 graduate of Berry College 

where he studied communications and agriculture.  Between 1996 and 2016, 

he served in various capacities with the Coosa River Basin Initiative/Upper 

Coosa Riverkeeper in Rome, including serving 10 years as executive 

director and riverkeeper. Since 2005, he has worked with Georgia Rivers as 

Paddle Georgia Coordinator, organizing and leading paddle trips that 

introduce more than 600 people to Georgia’s rivers annually. He has 

travelled thousands of miles on Georgia’s rivers and studied and reported 

extensively on water resource issues in Georgia since 1994.  A photographer 

and writer, he is the author of Georgia Rivers’ River User’s Guide series, 

including guidebooks covering the Etowah, Chattahoochee, Broad, Flint, Oconee and Ocmulgee 

rivers. His work is also featured in Wildflowers of the Appalachian Trail, Wildflowers of the Blue 

Ridge and Smoky Mountains and River Song-A Journey Down the Chattahoochee and 

Apalachicola Rivers. He lives in Rome, Georgia. Session Topic: Georgia Rivers  

 

 

Dorinda Dallmeyer, Director, Environmental Ethics Certificate 

Program. Dorinda G. Dallmeyer holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology 

and a J.D. from the University of Georgia. After a long career in research 

and teaching at UGA, in 2018 she retired as director of its Environmental 

Ethics Certificate Program.  Currently she serves as president of the Bartram 

Trail Conference. A devoted naturalist and writer, Dorinda received the 2005 

Phillip D. Reed Memorial Award for Outstanding Writing about the 

Southern Environment. Her books include “Bartram’s Living Legacy: The 

Travels and the Nature of the South” (Mercer University Press 2010; second 

edition 2019). The anthology pairs William Bartram’s classic from 1791 

with essays by seventeen modern-day Southern nature writers. She also has served as editor and 

contributor to other anthologies focusing on Southern environmental history. Her most recent 

project is the award-winning documentary “Cultivating the Wild: William Bartram’s Travels,” 

which premiered in 2020 on public television stations across the United States. Session Topic: The 

Bartram Trail 
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Paid Workshops 
 

Anna Burns 

Session: April 1, 2026 

 

Anna Burns, based in Griffin, Georgia, is recognized as a National Garden Clubs Master Flower 

Show Judge and serves as a Provisional Instructor of Design. Anna also instructs Basic Design for 

the Garden Club of Georgia. 

A life member of National Garden Clubs, Deep South, Inc., and The Garden Club of Georgia, 

Anna Burns has held leadership roles as president of the Griffin-Spalding Federation of Garden 

Clubs, Evergreen Garden Club, Creative Study Club, and the North Georgia Council of Flower 

Show Judges. Anna is actively involved with the Organization of Floral Art Designers and Ikebana 

International Middle Georgia Chapter. She studies Sogetsu Ikebana under Ilse Beunen of Belgium 

and has earned The Student Fourth Certificate. 

In 2017, Anna Burns published the book Guide to the New Petite – 

Floral Design 12” and Under, which is featured on the Recommended 

Reading list for NGC Flower Show Schools. Anna Burns’s floral 

designs have been showcased in National Garden Club’s Vision of 

Beauty calendars, including the 2025 edition, as well as in 

CFAA’s Design Dimensions and the Assembly of Flower Arrangers 

publication. 

Registrants for this workshop will learn the basics of designing 
a mass design.  Anna Burns will demonstrate techniques that 

will make creating beautiful mass designs easier. 
 
 Sample of the mass design that will be made in this workshop. A similar container wil;l 
be provided. 
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Lynn Fronk 

Sesssion: April 3, 2026 

 

Lynn is a National Garden Club Master Flower Show Judge, Flower Show Schools Design and 

Flower Show Procedure Instructor. She has taught in 42 States, Mexico, Guatemala, Columbia, 

Ecuador, Uruguay and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. She has judged major flower shows in the 

United States such as the Philadelphia Flower Show, Newport Flower Show and the Rhode 

Island State Flower Show. She is the winner of the Mildred-Heter Buckingham Award for 

outstanding service for the Garden Club of Ohio and has several designs featured in Designing 

by Types. 

She is a member of the NGC Flower Show Schools Committee serving as Symposium Chairman 

for 2025-2027. She is also the 2025-2027 Symposium Chairman for the Garden Club of Georgia. 

Lynn  is a Master Environmental Consultant and a Master Gardening Consultant for NGC. 

She is a member of the Stonehedge Garden Club, Creative Arrangers of the Americas, The 

Designer’s Club of Georgia and the National Flower Arranger Guild. She is the author of “Merry 

Christmas from My House to Yours” A small booklet on Using Natural Materials for Holiday 

Designs 

Registrants for this workshop will learn design techniques for utilizing a 
provided metal sculpture that measures approximately 3’h and 14” w. 

Sample design showing the container included with registration fee. 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


