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5ŜŀǊ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ 

    Thank you all for your contributions to our success as district 01 of The 

Garden Club of Georgia.  I am seeing and hearing from many wonderful 

people and I am thankful to be in on such fun and inspiring endeavors. 

Mikel and I hosted six Laurel Forums for club presidents in the Fall 

using our handy Zoom account.  We met morning and evening in 

September, October and November.  The 

groups were small consisting of 5 to 10 

people joining, but still informative and 

worthwhile from what I have heard.  In 

2026, we have expanded our invitation 

to include club presidents and board 

members.  Our six meetings in January, 

February and March grew to around 15 

participants.  These meetings have 

provided the opportunity to answer 

many questions about membership, president's reports, events and Garden 

Club of Georgia initiatives.  We will meet again in September, October and 

November of 2026.  

Remember that https://gardenclubofgeorgia.org/laurel-district-page/ 

at https://gardenclubofgeorgia.org/ is the first place to go for information 

about many things.  Our webpage lists deadlines for Laurel Letters and 

Garden Gateways along with events and a listing of our clubs by city.  If you 

are not receiving emails from me or GCG, you can press the Sign up to be 

on Our Mailing List for Laurel District News button.  You may have been 

removed for some reason.  My email address is on our webpage.  

Everything goes to me to be funneled out. 

SƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ Merrell Holden 

https://gardenclubofgeorgia.org/laurel-district-page/
https://gardenclubofgeorgia.org/
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/ƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ  

[ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ 

ƭŀǳǊŜƭŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪƎŀǊŘŜƴŎƭǳōƻŦƎŜƻǊƎƛŀΦƻǊƎ 

ƛŦ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŎƭǳōΣ 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŶŎŜǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

 

FROM MIKEL VANN, CO-DIRECTOR: 

I have been talking with Quill Duncan, Garden Club of Georgia VP of 

Membership.  Our discussions are mainly about Subscribing Memberships 

and Grand Gardener Clubs.  Legacy Leaders is a new way to honor active 

members who are ninety years or older.  This program will be rolling out in 

the next few months. 

I have been joining Merrell for Laurel Forums on Zoom.  These 

meetings have been very informative for the attendees.   

Quill Duncan, Arianne Knowlton, Leanne Penman and I are in 

conversation about reinstating clubs. These clubs will be processed as a 

new club and will receive new club numbers. 

A new club has been created by the Marietta Council of Garden 

Clubs.  They are called Rooted Together Garden Club and have 17 

members.  They are also being sponsored by the Marietta Magnolia 

mailto:laureldistrictdirector@gardenclubofgeorgia.org
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Garden Club. I have met with them three times and they have sent their 

information to State. They held their first official meeting February 11. Their 

next meeting is March 18 and the Marietta Magnolia Garden Club is 

providing refreshments. 
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[ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ нлнс 
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¢ƘŜ aŀƎƴƻƭƛŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ /ŀǊǘŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нсΣ ŀǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ tƭŀƴǘ wŜŘΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ǎΗ  .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ aŜǊǊŜƭƭ IƻƭŘŜƴΣ aƛƪŜƭ ±ŀƴƴΣ !ƴƛǘŀ 

.ǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀ .ŜƭƭΣ WŜŀƴ wŀȅΣ /ƘŜǊȅƭ .ǊƛǎŎƻŜΣ 9Řƴŀ aŎ/ƭŜƭƭŀƴΣ aŀǊƛŜ tǳǊǎŜǊΣ 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ wŜƴŜ [ŀƴƛŜǊΣ 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ tŀǳƭΣ WǳŘȅ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴΣ aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ  

/ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ 5Ŝŀƴƴŀ {ƭƻƴŜΣ YŀǊŜƴ IŀǿƪƛƴǎΣ aŀȅŜ {ǳŘŘŜǘƘΣ aƛŎƪŜȅ /ŀǊƭǘƻƴΣ 

±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ IǳƴǘŜǊΣ YŀǘƘǊȅƴ /ƻũŜŜΣ YŀǘƘȅ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀ 9ŀǎǘŜǊǿƻƻŘΣ Ŏƭǳō 

ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ {ƘŀǊƻƴ bƻǊƳŀƴΣ 5ϥ!ƴƴ 5ƻǿƴŜȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ aŀǊȅ IǊƻǾŀǝŎΣ ±ƛŎƪƛ 

WƻƴŜǎΣ /ŀȅŜ IŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘŜƭŜ /ƻȄ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ WŀƴŜǘ aŀǊǝƴΣ 5ŜŜ 

!ƴƴŜ ²ȅǎŜΣ 5ŀǊǊƛ !ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  όƭŀŘƛŜǎΣ ƛŦ 

ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƛōƛΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΗύ 
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9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŀǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŞŎƻǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŀȅΗ   
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²Ŝ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ нлнсπ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнт ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ ǎŀƭŜǎΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƉŜ ƻŦ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ Cŀƭƭ aŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘ 

ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǊŀƉŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΦ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΥ 

 

Blue Star & Gold Star Markers - Victoria Chander  

This Chairman has checked and noted the location and the condition of 

all the Blue Star Markers in Northeast GA. She will continue checking 

each marker in the Laurel District and will report on the progress at 

the Fall District Meeting. 
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CƭƻǿŜǊ {Ƙƻǿǎπ WǳŘȅ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴ 

!ǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ IǳƴǘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ƛǎ ŘŜǾƻǝƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƴƎ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ 

ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ άDŀǊŘŜƴ DŀǘŜǿŀȅǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƅƻǿŜǊ ƭƻǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘΗ !ƴŘ ƭǳŎƪȅ ȅƻǳΗ CƭƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǎƘƻǿ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 

[ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ   

[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ 9ƭƭƛƧŀȅΣ IƛŀǿŀǎǎŜŜΣ 

{ǳƳƳŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΣ WƻƘƴǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ tŜǊǊȅΣ aŀǊƛŜǧŀ ŀƴŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 5ŀũƻŘƛƭ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ƻƴ оκмо 

ŀƴŘ оκмпΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ D/D /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мπо ƛƴ tŜŀŎƘǘǊŜŜ /ƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎκƧǳŘƎŜǎΣ !ƴƴŀ .ǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ [ȅƴƴ CǊƻƴƪΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ CƭƻǿŜǊ 

{Ƙƻǿ WǳŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƭƻǊŀƭ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  bƻ ǇǊŜπǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜΥ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΗ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƅƻǊŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎΗ 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǾŜǘŜŘ 

ōƭǳŜ ǊƛōōƻƴǎΦ wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ тл ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ƧǳŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ CǘΦ tŀȅƴŜΣ ![ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ aŀǊŎƘ ноǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƘŜ нсǘƘΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ bŜȄǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ aŀŎƻƴ ό/ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘύ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ !ǇǊƛƭ моǘƘπмсǘƘΦ ! ǘƘƛǊŘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 



[ŀǳǊŜƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎπ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнс 

9 

 

нсǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ ŀǘ .ŜƭƭƳŜǊŜ ƛƴ WƻƘƴǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ό5ƻƎǿƻƻŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘύΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  

 

Four and Five Star Membership - Madeline Chandler  

 

 

The 4 Star Club encourages garden club members to complete all 4 National Garden 

Club Schools: Flower Show Judges School, gardening, environmental and landscape 

design. 

 

For 5 Star status one must acquire master status in the 4 schools. 

 

There are a total of 174 people who are 4&5 Star members. 

Garden clubs in GA have 14 4&5 Star members. 

 

The 4&5 Star membership program with NGC is not only ñAmericanò (USA). It 

encompasses all the Americas- North, Central and South America. 

 

DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅπ WƻȅŎŜ [ŀōŜƴ 

aȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳō ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ aŀƴƻǊ [ŀƪŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ .ǳŦƻǊŘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΦ    aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ Ǝƻ 

ǘƻ LƭŜŀƴŀ aŎ/ŀƛƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ     L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ Ƴȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

YŜŜǇ {ƳƛƭƛƴƎΣ WƻȅŎŜ 
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aŀƴƻǊ [ŀƪŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 

DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ                   

{¢hb9I95D9 D!w59b /[¦. 

 

2. {¦aa!w¸ ϧ h.W9/¢L±9{Υ    

  

hǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ LƭŜŀƴŀ aŎ/ŀƛƎǳŜΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƻǊ [ŀƪŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ .ǳŦƻǊŘΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦ 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǝŎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ 

ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦ LƭŜŀƴŀ 

ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ōŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƳǇǘȅΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 

LƭŜŀƴŀ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴκŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ {¢hb9I95D9 D!w59b /[¦. ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ мύ 9ƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ нύ tŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƅŀǾƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊōǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜŘǎΦ    

LƭŜŀƴŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ  Lƴ ǇŀƎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ōȅ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ п ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 

ǊƛŎƘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǎƻƛƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǊƛŎƘΣ ǘƻǇΣ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
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ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ώtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭƛǘȅΦϐ  

  

3. Lb±h[±9a9b¢ hC /[¦. a9a.9w{ ϧ h¢I9w hwD!bL½!¢Lhb{Υ   

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ LƭŜŀƴŀ aŎ/ŀƛƎǳŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ рΣ нлноΣ ŜƛƎƘǘ 

Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ {ƛŜƳΣ Ŏƭǳō 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōǳȅŜǊΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ōŜŘ 

ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ Cŀƭƭ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ тΣ нлноΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ   

  

4. twhW9/¢ 9·t9b{9{ ϧ a9!b{ hC C¦b5LbDΥ  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜƘŜŘƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ǘǿƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ϸрсл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō 

ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ϸнрл ŦƻǊ ŀ Cŀƭƭ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ϸнрл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнп 

ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΦ    

  

5. /hb¢Lb¦LbD Lb±h[±9a9b¢ ϧ Ch[[h²π¦t a!Lb¢9b!b/9Υ  

hƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘƻ ōƛπǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΣ LƭŜŀƴŀ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ 

ƻŦ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŦΣ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊōǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Cŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ п 9ƴŎƻǊŜ ŀȊŀƭŜŀǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝǾŜ ŎŀōōŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƴǎƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǾŜƴŘŜǊ ōǳǎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
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ōŜŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜƊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇŀƴǎƛŜǎΦ ¦Ǉƻƴ LƭŜŀƴŀΩǎ 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜŘ ŀ 

ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ 

ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦ  
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нлно twhth{95 .¦5D9¢   IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΦ                                                 
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Garden Club of Georgia- Laurel District 

2028 Centennial Committee- Cheryl Briscoe 

 

As you know, The Garden Club of Georgia has our 100th year 

anniversary coming up in 2028! As the Laurel District  

representative, I attend all the celebration planning meetings. 

 

Those of you who have already joined the 

Century Club, received a beautiful commemorative 

pin.  For those who want to join, the cost is a $100 

donation.  )ÔȭÓ not too late to join in.  The money will  pay for exhibits 

around the state as well  as a birthday  party. 

 

Laurel District  Board discussed ,ÁÕÒÅÌȭÓ project to celebrate 

100 years with  Garden Club of Georgia.  We voted for our clubs to 

plant 100 Laurel plants across our district.   We have 54 clubs so 

ÔÈÁÔȭÓ about 2 per club to purchase and planted wherever they 

choose.  We would like pictures to show our work!   We hope you 

and your clubs will  be excited to add Laurels to our district!  

 

²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘΚ 
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First Name Last Name Board Position

Merrell Holden Director

Mikel Vann Co-Director

Anita Bridges Recording Secretary

Claudia Bell Treasurer

Jean Ray Corresponding Secretary

Cheryl Briscoe Parliamentarian and Advisor

Caroline Alford Advisor

Victoria Chandler Advisor

Edna McClellan Advisor

Marie Purser Advisor

Victoria Chandler Blue Star and Gold Star Markers Chairperson

Rene Lanier Chaplain

Deborah Paul Cherokee Garden Library Chairperson

Inday Bauer Community Wildlife Project Chairperson

Judy Patterson Flower Show Coordinator

Madeline Chandler Four and Five Star Members Chairperson

Joyce Laben Garden Therapy Chairperson

Deanna Slone GCG 2027 Convention Chairperson

Karen Hawkins GCG 2027 Convention Co-Chairperson

Jill Denlea GCG 2027 Convention Co-Chairperson

Elaine Williams GCG 2027 Convention Co-Chairperson

Cheryl Briscoe GCG State Botanical Gardens District Rep

Maye Suddeth Grants Chairperson

Cheryl Briscoe Historic Landscape Preservation

Mickey Carlton Legislation Chairperson

Caroline Alford Marshall Forest Land Trust Chairperson

Lynn Fronk Merchandise Chairperson

Joyce Crider Merchandise Co-Chairperson

Virginia Hunter Pull-A-Tab for Ronald McDonald Chairperson

Scholarships Chairperson

Social Media Chairperson

Kathy Donahue Youth Contest Coordinator for Poetry & Posters

Youth Programs Chairperson

Jean Ray Garden Council of Cherokee County President

Kathryn Coffee Marietta Council of Garden Clubs, Inc. President

Kathy Cooper Rome Federated Garden Clubs Co-President

Linda EasterwoodRome Federated Garden Clubs Co-President
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²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ ƭŀǳǊŜƭŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪƎŀǊŘŜƴŎƭǳōƻŦƎŜƻǊƎƛŀΦƻǊƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
tǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ 

 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǊ ƻŦ [ŀǳǊŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ D/DΦ 

 
¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜǎ D/D ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 
 

 

 

ñRaise the Roof, Shingle by Shingleò 
Fundraisers  

 

Fair Oaks, home of the Marietta Educational Garden Center, needs a 

new roof at an estimated cost of $30,000 ($7 per shingle)! The Board 

of Trustees kicked off a ñRaise the Roof, Shingle by Shingleò 

campaign asking garden clubs, neighbors, and community friends to 

donate. The Fair Oaks Board of Trustees enlisted the help of The 

mailto:laureldistrictdirector@gardenclubofgeorgia.org
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Commons Garden Club and friends to host a fundraiser on Valentineôs 

Day.  Guests donated $40 each to grab a seat at a table to play the 

latest craze: MahJongg! They were served delicious brunch bites to 

fortify them to compete. Door prizes and silent auction items (all 

donated) included 

garden and MahJongg 

related items. Just 

under $2,000 in  

 

proceeds went to the ñRaise the Roofò 

fund! What a fun day spent together with 

a great outcome. 

Breaking news! Another ñRaise the Roofò fundraiser is in the planned 

for Wednesday March 25th from 1:00pm to 4:00 at Fair Oaks. Signup 

is in progress now on the Marietta Educational Garden Center 

website: 

www.mariettagardencenter.com 
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Irish Ramble on Bellevue Tickets are $50.00 

Saturday, March 28, 2026 at 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM EDT 

314 Academy Avenue, Dublin, GA 31021 

Join us for the Irish Ramble on Bellevue, a tour of historic homes, churches, and 

more in Dublin, Georgia. Organized by Erin Garden Club on behalf of the Camellia 

District of The Garden Club of Georgia, the tour is a fundraiser for The Garden Club of 

Georgia's Historic Landscape Preservation Grant Fund. Ticket also include $10 in 

Chamber Bucks (if purchased by 3/10/26) that can be used at various local businesses 

for lunch or shopping as well as access to an art show at the Dublin Carnegie presented 

by ART Dublin. 

Itinerary: 

9:00 am - Pick up ticket packet at Theatre Dublin 

9:30 am - Welcome and brief history by Joshua Kight, Mayor for the City of Dublin 

10:00 am - Tour of homes begins 

~Tour, enjoy lunch, and shop in Downtown Dublin 

3:00 pm - Tour of homes concludes 

~Tour sites: The Beckham House, The Birch House, The Brantley-Crocket House, 

Christ Episcopal Church, The Dublin Carnegie, First Baptist Church, The Lovett House, 

Old Dublin City Cemetery, The Page House, and Theatre Dublin. 

Tickets may also be purchased via mail. Checks should be made payable to 

Camellia District with memo ñGCG HLP Fundraiserò and mailed to: Brenda Wilson, 7033 

Duffey Drive, Macon, GA 31216. Please include your telephone number and email 

address with your check. 

For guests needing overnight accommodations, special rates are available at 

Hampton Inn and Home2Suites. Use name Gardeners or add code 0560030242 online 

under special rates and add corporate code 0560030242. Standard rooms $179.99+ 

and Suites $199.00. 

This event is a fundraiser for The Garden Club of Georgia's Historic Landscape 

Preservation Grant Fund. Ticket purchases are nonrefundable. The Camellia District of 

The Garden Club of Georgia is a 501(c)(3) organization. 

 

http://maps.google.com/?q=314%20Academy%20Avenue%20Dublin,%20GA%2031021
http://maps.google.com/?q=314%20Academy%20Avenue%20Dublin,%20GA%2031021
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5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƻǳǊ 
bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ нƴŘ ŀƴŘ оǊŘ 

ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ Φ 

DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊŜƴŀ ±ŜǊƴŜǊΣ 

/ŀƴǘƻƴΣ D!Φ  ̧ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  {ŜǊŜƴŀ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀȅƭŜǘŀŀƘ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳōΦ 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ƭŀǳǊŜƭŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪƎŀǊŘŜƴŎƭǳōƻŦƎŜƻǊƎƛŀΦƻǊƎ ƛŦ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ {ŜǊŜƴŀΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

/ƻōō /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ CƭƻǿŜǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ƻƴ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ сǘƘΣ ŀǘ мΥллtaΦ 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ŀǘ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

aŀǊƛŜǧŀΦ  5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ 

Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ   

mailto:laureldistrictdirector@gardenclubofgeorgia.org


[ŀǳǊŜƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎπ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнс 

26 

 

 

 

As promised, the Laurel District Executive Board has a new directive 

for Raffle Baskets  donated by clubs at the Annual Fall Meeting.   

Most people agree that the display of 

baskets and raffle drawing are among the 

most fun and exciting parts of the meeting!  

The raffle is also the bread and butter for 

every Garden Club of Georgia district as it 

funds operations throughout the year.  We 

are encouraging all our clubs to participate 

in the joy of supporting Laurel District 

through club creativity and collaboration. 

Please begin planning your clubôs raffle 

basket.  Our Annual Fall meeting is Tuesday, October 6, and we look 

forward to the show!   

If it is not possible for your club to enter a basket, we ask for a 

donation to Laurel District of $50 for small clubs (1-20 members), 

$100 for medium clubs (21-50 members) and $150 for large clubs 

(51+ members). 
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/ƭǳō bŜǿǎ 

 

Conservation and Care of the Environment  
 

Ball Ground Garden Club was busy in 2025 striving to be good 

stewards, caring for and conserving our environment. 

Members of the club have 

participated in city wide events to 

clean up and help maintain our 

community.  In October of 2025, 

the club was invited by the city to 

work with a local Boy Scout Troop 

to clean 

up 

debris and litter from Ball Ground Creek and the 

roadside.  The roadside clean-up started at the 

church where we hold our meeting and extended 

part way going into our town.  We have also 

worked with Keep Cherokee Clean in the past.     

Repurposed burlap and other repurposed 

materials were used to create the clubôs entry in 

the Scarecrow Contest sponsored by the City of Ball Ground.   



[ŀǳǊŜƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎπ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнс 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We held a Halloween Festival in the Garden for the community and 

surrounding area in October.  The pumpkins used for the event were 

donated to a rescue farm to 

use as food for the animals, the 

pine straw was reused for 

mulch in the garden and the 

straw was donated to a family 

with horses and used for the 

horses' beds.  

 

 

Our club will continue to strive to be good stewards for the 

environment by recycling our plastic, glass and paper products used for 

refreshments/brunch at our monthly meetings.   

 

Joyce Ward Johnson- Anetsa-Ga-Da Garden Club- Ball Ground  
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Anetsa - Ga- Da In the Community  
 
 

Officer Gonzales 

and  Lieutenant Young  

(respectively)  

of the Ball Ground 

Police Department  

accept the Ball 

Ground (Anetsa - Ga- Da)  

Garden Club's  

donation of hats, 

coats and scarves  

for the Ball Ground  

"Winter Coat Drive'  

from our own Mary 

Hrovatic.  

 

Thank you to ALL who 

participated.!  

 

 

Our club objective at Ball Ground (Anetsa-Ga-Da) Garden Club 

contains the phrase " aiding in the protection of forests, wildflowers, birds, 

and our natural environment." As the current holder of the office of 

president, I try to point out at all meetings, the ways we can accomplish this 

goal every chance we get. Our members are very willing to take this task to 

heart and we also look to the GCG and NGC for creative ways to help. 

 2025, we agreed to separate any hospitality refuse into recyclable 

and trash. We have also occasionally used compostable items for serving 



[ŀǳǊŜƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎπ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнс 

30 

 

and tableware to lighten the impact of our trash. The cost for compostable 

serving dishes is relatively close to other disposable items. 

We used many pumpkins to decorated our botanical garden for our 

Halloween event. Considering that about 30-40% of American food supply 

(roughly 60 million tons) ends up in landfills we chose to donate all of our 

pumpkins to a farm animal rescue. This was satisfying in so many ways! 

We also used a couple dozen bales of pine straw and wheat straw in the 

decorations. We reused the pine straw right in our garden as mulch and 

donated the wheat straw to a family who has three horses to be used for 

bedding. 

We collect coats hats and gloves, whether new or gently worn and 

donate them to a county agency that cares for foster children and the adult 

clothing articles are going to a senior center. In the US 11 million tons of 

textiles, (mostly clothing), ends up in landfills instead of being repurposed. 

We joined forces with our local Chief of Police to deliver the collected 

items. 

Earlier in the Fall several members were invited to work with our local 

Boy Scouts to clean up litter in our community. This is one of a few clean 

ups we help with in the county. 

We decorate a float for the local Christmas Parade which is a Toys 

for Tots event. This year we repurposed flower pots into Christmas Bells 

and instead of using a live tree we used a donated artificial tree. We reused 

cardboard boxes wrapped up like gifts under our tree. We actually put 

together a nice float using all second-hand materials. In our Garden 

decorations we used timers to spare energy on our lighted areas. 

Our goal is to find as many ways as we can to teach our members as 

well as our community that there are many ways to conserve beyond water 

bottles and usual household recyclables. 

 

With Gratitude- Mary Hrovatic- Anetsa-Ga Da Garden Club- Ball Ground 
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A Month Focused on the Heart 

 

 
 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death for women, yet many remain 

unaware of their personal risk. Prevention starts with education and 

everyday choicesΉmaintaining a balanced diet such as the Mediterranean 

style of eating, staying physically active, managing blood pressure and 

cholesterol, avoiding smoking, prioritizing quality sleep, and reducing 

stress.  

Women often experience heart disease differently than men. In addition 

to chest discomfort, symptoms may include nausea, jaw or neck pain, 

upper back discomfort, shortness of breath, or unexplained fatigue. 

Unique risk factors such as pregnancy-related complications (including 

preeclampsia and gestational diabetes) and menopause can also increase 

future cardiovascular risk. Common conditions like high blood pressure, 

obesity, diabetes, and high cholesterol are often silent but serious 

contributors, making regular health screenings essential.  

https://www.goredforwomen.org/en/about-heart-disease-in-

women/facts 

https://www.goredforwomen.org/en/about-heart-disease-in-women/facts
https://www.goredforwomen.org/en/about-heart-disease-in-women/facts


[ŀǳǊŜƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎπ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнс 

32 

 

Heart-Healthy Reminders 

¶ Eat a diet rich in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and lean proteins.  

¶ Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate activity each week. 

¶ Monitor blood pressure and cholesterol regularly. 

¶ Prioritize 7ï9 hours of quality sleep. 

¶ Discuss personal, family and pregnancy history with a healthcare 

provider. 

Our February Projects 

Our projects this month were immersed in the condition of the heartΉ
whether young, old, or somewhere in between.  

On February 2, we kicked off the month with our Winnwood project, 

where we mentor a garden club at an assisted living community. Inspired by 

meaningful Bible verses, participants enjoyed a hands-on activity creating 

heartfelt keepsakes using dried flowers and colorful accents, adorning cards 

shaped like hearts. 

Marietta Daisies member, Jodi Schneider led the gathering, sharing 

reflections on the heart before guiding the craft demonstration.  

Philippians 4:7, John 14:27, & Proverbs 4:23 
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On February 3, our project at Marietta Middle School, led by Marietta 

Daisies member Deborah Hill, brought a joyful culinary experience.  

Participants assembled pizzas using heart-shaped dough and matching 

pepperoni, followed by decorating cake 

pops with icing and festive sprinkles. 

Marietta Daisies members provided 

demonstrations and hands-on assistance, 

with special care given to participants 

with additional needs.  

 

 

 

Our official Marietta Daisies Club 

meeting on February 16 featured a 

Heart Health presentation led by Jodi 

Schneider, beautifully weaving 

together the monthôs focus on 

caring for the heartΉphysically, 

emotionally, and through the 

strength of community. The 

meeting also included a 

meaningful spotlight from two 

Daisies members who 

courageously shared their 

personal heart attack experiences, offering insight, encouragement, and hope. 
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Celebrating a Book Release  

We are also proud to celebrate Marietta Daisies member Jodi Schneider, a 

published author, who released her inspirational book this February. 

Heartfull: Devotions of the Heart is a deeply reflective Christian 

devotional that invites readers to explore the spiritual and emotional 

landscape of the heart. Through 

Scripture-based insights and personal, 

real-life stories, Jodi gently guides 

readers toward understanding how God 

guards, heals, and renews the heart 

through every season of lifeΉjoy, loss, 

waiting, and restoration. 

Written with warmth and honesty, this 

book speaks to those who have 

experienced heartbreak, spiritual fatigue, 

or a longing for deeper connection with 

God. Each devotion encourages 

thoughtful reflection, prayer, and 

personal growth, reminding readers that 

God meets us exactly where we are and 

lovingly leads us toward peace, 

wholeness, and trust in Him. 

Perfect for personal devotion time, womenôs Bible studies, or small 

groups, Heartfull: Devotions of the Heart offers encouragement, healing, 

and timeless biblical wisdom for anyone seeking a more wholehearted, 

Christ-centered life. 

Available on Amazon: https://a.co/d/09WXu8Gu 

Katryn Taylor- Marietta Daisies 

https://a.co/d/09WXu8Gu
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Unsung Hero: Linda Fenner 
 

CƻǊ нм ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 9ƭƭƛƧŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ [ƛƴŘŀ 

CŜƴƴŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ IŜǊ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŀǩǘǳŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊ 

ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ƭƛƊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΦ 

[ƛƴŘŀ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΦ 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ 

ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ 

ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ 

Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ 

[ƛƴŘŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎƘƛŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΤ 

ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǎƘŜ ǎƘǳƴǎ ŀƴȅ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇΗ 

Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ !ŘƻǇǘπŀπ

wƻŀŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ !ǊōƻǊ 5ŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ .ŜŀǳǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  [ƛƴŘŀ 

ŜǾŜƴ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōƻƴǳǎΥ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ .ƻōΦ .ƻō ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƴƻƴπƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ [ƛƴŘŀ ƻǊ .ƻō ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŎ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǘƘƛŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 9ƭƭƛƧŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ Ŏƭǳō 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 

WƻŀƴƴŜ ²ŀŘŘŜȅπ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 9ƭƭƛƧŀȅ 
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ /ƘŀǧŀƘƻƻŎƘŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō 

CƭŜǳǊ ŘŜ [ƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƛƴ DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

ŀǘ /ƘŀǧŀƘƻƻŎƘŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘǳũŜŘ 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ 

DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎΗ 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ !ƳƛŘŜƛπ CƭŜǳǊ ŘŜ [ƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳōπ DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ 

 

  
 

 

Exciting news from Gainesville!  
 

The Fleur de Lis Garden Club is happy to announce the merging of 

their group with the Crabapple Garden Club also of Gainesville. Fleur de 

Lis welcomed new members Shantha McDonald, Leslie Chapman, Nancy 

Draffin, Donna Gray, Gail Greene, Becky Hollingsworth, Gaylan Nix and 

Stephanie Presley. We look forward to working, playing and sharing 

together! 

Patsy and Sandy- Fleur de Lis Garden Club- Gainesville 
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Marietta Council Life Members  
 

It is with immense pleasure that I wish to 

share some significant news regarding two 

esteemed members of the Honeysuckle Garden 

Club, Angela Coffey and Margaret Schmidt. We 

are delighted to announce that both Angela and 

Margaret have been formally recognized and 

inducted as Marietta Council Life Members.   

This prestigious acknowledgment comes 

in profound gratitude for their truly exceptional 

and unwavering dedication to our club. Each of 

these remarkable ladies has committed an 

extraordinary twelve years of service, 

demonstrating steadfast commitment and 

tireless effort. Margaret Schmidt diligently 

served as our Club Secretary for twelve 

consecutive years, meticulously managing our 

records and ensuring the seamless flow of our 

administrative duties. Simultaneously, Angela Coffey expertly handled the 

responsibilities of Treasurer for twelve years, overseeing our financial health with 

meticulous care and strategic foresight. 

Their combined leadership and relentless 

contributions have been absolutely pivotal in 

cultivating a vibrant, engaged, and well-

structured organization. Angela and Margaret 

were not merely fulfilling roles; they were 

instrumental in guiding our club's direction, 

fostering its growth, and maintaining its positive 

trajectory throughout their tenure. Their legacy 

of service has undoubtedly enriched the fabric 

of the Honeysuckle Garden Club. 

We are incredibly proud to celebrate their 

achievements and are deeply thankful for their 

exemplary commitment. 

 

Kathy Kelly- Honeysuckle Garden Club- Marietta 
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Laurel Garden Clubôs Special Project 
  

¢ƘŜ [ŀǳǊŜƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ƻŦ /ŀƴǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƎƛƊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŎŀƪŜ ƪƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /C±/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ όŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊύΦ  ²Ŝ 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ фȄмо ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ǇŀƴǎΣ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŘŀ όǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƛƭύΣ о ƅŀǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƪŜ ƳƛȄŜǎΣ т 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƻǎǝƴƎΣ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ƪƴƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ŎǳǩƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ƪƛǘǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘŀȅΦ  

hǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ пн ŎŀƪŜ 

ƪƛǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ с ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ 

ƎƭǳǘŜƴπŦǊŜŜΦ  

Wŀƴ YƻƳŀǊŀπ [ŀǳǊŜƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳōπ /ŀƴǘƻƴ 
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¦ƴǎǳƴƎ IŜǊƻπ /ƛƴŘȅ {ƳƛǘƘ 

Cindy Smith is one of the most active members of our club. Most 

would not immediately see how much she gives because she is quiet, 

unassuming and works behind the scenes. Cindy spends an inordinate 

amount of time researching and composing our monthly newsletter. This 

newsletter contains an article of interest to gardeners based on the month 

and news from the club as well as the district. Monthly garden tips from the 

Georgia Gardner/University of Georgia are also included along with any 

other information that might interest members.  

Cindy coordinates the preparation of special gift bags for Rebecca 

Blaylock Child Development Center for Easter and Christmas each year as 

well as other special treats for holidays during the year. Gift bags are hand 

decorated with original designs appropriate for the children and the items in 

the bags go along with the decoration theme. Along with the bags, Cindy 

chooses educational books and activities as well as teacher resources to 

support the theme of the bags. For example, one year every gift bag 

focused on pollinators. Another year, the focus was on a specific flower 

associated with holidays. 

Cindy makes an original wreath to donate to 

Cancer Navigators for their Christmas holiday 

wreath sale each year. 

Each garden club in Rome has a garden spot 

that we sponsor and Cindy helps select the plants to 

purchase for the Mountain View garden in front of 

the Cancer Center. She also works in the garden. 

  Currently, Cindy is co-secretary for our club, is 

listed as a backup for devotionals and serves as a 

hostess one month of the year at our regular 

meetings. 

  This may read like a long list of activities but it is also the quality in 

which she executes these projects that is exemplary! Cindyôs creativity 

bursts forth like a fresh bloomed flower. 

 

DôAnn Downey- Mountain View Garden Club- Rome 


