
  

Welcome to The Camellia Connection 
Bringing Our Love and The Beauty of Gardening… 

to our Middle and South Georgia Communities! 
District IV of The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc ~ Summer 2026 Issue 

 
As summer season comes to an end, and fall is quickly approaching, there is an exciting energy 

spreading throughout our Camellia District Clubs! New ideas and goals to beautify our communities, 

be active in conservation, right alongside providing and encouraging education within our adult and 

youth population, are being talked about and shared among different garden clubs! 

Our Camellia District spinning wheel has been going full blast through summer! A huge thank you to 

Betty Medina, Stephanie Golden and the Quitman Garden Club! They worked on the Camellia 

District’s Fundraiser this summer, which was unveiled at the Summer Board Meeting in Eastman. 

Our Original and Unique notecards were a huge hit!  We first thought ordering 250 notecards would 

be sufficient. Boy, were we wrong! After over 300 sets were pre-ordered at the Summer Board 

Meeting, we upped the order to 1,000! After several inquired about ordering 9x12 prints, they are 

now on the order form too! Plus, watercolour artist, Teresa Middleton, gave the District the original 

watercolours to auction off to help our fundraiser. Yes, we will be doing this auction at our Annual 

meeting in October in Cordele. Notecards will be available at the Annual Meeting, too! 

As each Camellia District Garden Club make plans for 2026-27, we are encouraged to consider 

donating to the GCG Scholarships in January ~ March 2027. To those of you that have donated in the 

past, thank you! Our scholarship recipients must meet certain criteria, and at a recent GCG State 

Board Meeting, one recent recipient shared a thank you presentation on how very impactful this 

scholarship has been for him! The young man is now working on his Doctorate in Agriculture 

Education with the help of GCG Scholarships through undergraduate and his master’s degree, 

confirming our donations are benefitting our future! 

Eastman Garden Club hosted an awesome Summer Board Meeting. Thank you members! If you were 

there, you know how the community gave us all a great welcome, along with Eastman Garden Club! 

It was wonderful reuniting with each other, especially during the summer. 

Camellia District Garden Clubs: Have you ever wondered why, how, what and who does the 

Roadside Beautification on Georgia’s Highways and Interstates? Well… come join us in your Red, 

White and Blue, in Cordele, on October 14th, for our 2026 Annual Meeting  

and find out! Our program that day will be led by the GA DOT Roadside  

Beautification Team! These are the folks who lead and make those roadside  

beautification decisions! Also in October, the Magnolia/Camellia Districts  

Flower Show at the Georgia National Fairgrounds in Perry.  

Hope you will participate, visit, and/or just come to support our District! 

 

Exciting Times for our Camellia District! 

Melodie 

 

 



 

 

Our 2025-2027 Camellia 

District 

Executive Board 

Director: Melodie Smith 

melodies387@gmail.com 

cell # 478.278.7721 

Co-Director: Linda Stikkel 

stikkel@bellsouth.net 

229.834.7179 

Treasurer: Peggy Williams 

pjwhaw@yahoo.com 

cell # 478.719.3340 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Brenda Wilson 

brendawilson7@cox.net 

cell # 478.733.5068 

Parliamentarian: 

Anita Allen 

wildverbena@gmail.com 

912.381.4516 

Recording Secretary: 

Lynn Beasley 

beasleyld@bellsouth.net 

cell # 478.595.0025 

Chaplain: Suzanne Dixon 

ssmithd3@gmail.com 

229.672.0838 

Advisor: Mary Carol McCall 

marycarolmccall@gmail.com 

229.224.7662 

Corresponding 

Secretary/Newsletter:  

Pamela Austin 

philip215@msn.com 

cell # 404.834.3991 

 

LOTS of upcoming events! 

Please scroll through our newsletter to find more detailed 

information on: Flower Show Judges School, native plant sales, 

local and statewide fall and fair festivals, local fresh markets, fun 

fall outings, GCG 100-year celebration information, GCG 

Awards with handbook location details, Camellia District updates 

and information, and of course… Our upcoming Oct. 8th-11th  

Magnolia Camillia Districts Flower Show 

held in Perry, Georgia at the Georgia National Fair! 

We live in Georgia & it is hot: & every August in Georgia basically starts the same way, with 90 

degree weather & the heat index topping 100… rain showers popping up across town, & missing our 

garden, again, & then you know, just about every plant in the garden is wilting, from perennials to 

annuals, the bushes & even a few of the trees…some of the summer crops keep on giving… & some 

have simply given up. However (however!), we are Georgia Gardeners, & with our Georgia State of 

Mind… we know… in the depths of who we are…that the Georgia fabulous fall is headed our way! 
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The Granada Garden Club took a field trip 

to Wakulla Springs State Park in Florida 

and learned about the history of the 

springs, as well as the flora and fauna 

nearby, visited the museum, and even took 

the Jungle Boat Tour. They saw evidence 

in the museum of prehistoric animals and 

Native Americans that once inhabited the 

area, encountered alligators, turtles, 

mullet jumping out of the water, many 

birds, including a beautiful white egret, 

and even a couple of manatees. They also 

saw bald cypress trees, along with many 

flowers and butterflies along the 

riverbank, which they photographed and 

later identified. Wakulla Springs has also 

been the backdrop of several movies, 

including “The Creature from the Black 

Lagoon,” (top photo). This fun day ended 

with a delicious lunch in the historic 

1930s style Wakulla Springs Lodge! 

 

 

 

Camellia District Members… Garden Gateways wants to hear from US! 

What do our Garden Club Members  

do to introduce others to Garden Club  

and or gain Garden Club members? 

Also, any special projects or events  

members of your club may be  

participating in and or organizing? 

Please send detailed information and any 

      photos to our Camellia District Director,  

      Melodie Smith @  melodies387@gmail.com or 

if you have questions, please shoot her a 

      text or call her @ 478.278.7727 . 

The next Garden Gateways edition 

deadline is October 10th!  
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Camellia District Note Card Fundraiser Pre-Order Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Name: _______________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________ 

Phone: ________________ Email: ________________________ 

Garden Club Name: ___________________________________ 

Club City:_____________________________________________ 

Order Information: 

Camellia Note Card Sets: _____ x $20.00 = $_________ 

Set of 6 Prints (9x12): ___________ $150.00 

Individual Prints $25 each (Check box, and if multiple of same, put the number) 

Betty Sheffield ____ Betty Sheffield Supreme ____ Coronation _____ 

Pink Perfection _____ Professor Sargent _____ Royal Velvet ______ 

Total for Prints: $_________ 

Payment Information: 

Check No: ________________ or Cash Received: ___________ 

Please complete this form and mail to: Brenda Wilson  7033 Duffey Drive   Macon, Georgia  31216  

Make checks payable to “Camellia District” and write “Fundraiser” on the memo line 

please email Brenda with any questions: Brendawilson7@cox.net or call her @ 478-733-5068  
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Back in May, 2026, The City of Dublin Tree Board Meeting had Sam Smith, 

representing the Georgia Forestry Commission, share information regarding a variety 

of tree programs in our amazing state! This included the TRAP Grant Program which 

offers free tree removal for trees that may cause property damage, with the primary 

requirement being a tree must be planted to replace the tree removed (free tree removal 

is subject to those located in eligible Georgia counties, see link below). 

 

Tree City USA  www.arborday.org/our-work/tree-city-usa 

ReLeaf Grant https://gatreecouncil.org/what-we-do/programs/georgia-releaf/ 

TRAP Grant for residential hazard tree removals www.georgiaarborist.org/trap 

There are other opportunities available at the Georgia Forestry Commission website www.gatrees.org 

 

 

 

This Neel House, left, is 

the ‘old’ beloved home 

of the Federated Garden 

Clubs of Georgia. 

The home was sold in 

2023 to the Keene 

Family, who have done 

an incredible job 

bringing their time, 

talent, love, and passion 

into restoring this 

beautiful home! 

A reminder: “old gardeners never die… they just spade away…!” author unknown 

 

This past July 16th – 18th was the annual Estate Sale for the Crescent Garden Center in Valdosta, GA. 

The six garden clubs who, with over 110 members, call the Crescent Center Home, came together to 

donate items and lots of personal time to raise funds for the Crescent Historical House and Gardens. 

This was another incredible year and the clubs raised over $11,400! Way to go! 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgatreecouncil.org%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fprograms%2Fgeorgia-releaf%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C13dd7ab8800d434ea78708deb03e6c18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639141979318617332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UIIB4E3hB5KCJuUDZk5oX7B5%2BaIclTCttqiZxZA6%2Fhs%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.georgiaarborist.org%2Ftrap&data=05%7C02%7C%7C13dd7ab8800d434ea78708deb03e6c18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639141979318639322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pdYp1GBLe15EKsTCEsbp7t0TaIB%2BuxacqTgziDN9lbk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gatrees.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C13dd7ab8800d434ea78708deb03e6c18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639141979318660099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RoeleBF7oOkICthE2vTqAXvqepmocQQHa80xL5fbjCo%3D&reserved=0


  

  

 

Camellia District’s 100th Celebration  

~ Pollinator Gardens ~ 

"Celebrating a Century of Beautification,  

Conservation & Education" 
 

Each District has been asked by 
The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. 

to identify a District wide project in celebrating the 
100th Anniversary of The Garden Club of Georgia. 

 
The Camellia District’s project is the planting of 

‘Pollinator Gardens’ within the community! 
 

The goal for our Camellia District in planting pollinator gardens 
is to have both 100% participation by all our clubs, 

as well as 100 pollinator gardens planted! 
 

Please email Anita Allen the location/city of your garden clubs’ 
‘Pollinator Garden’ when it is finished, and a photo of the garden! 

Remember to include your garden club name! 
 

We are so excited about our project chosen along with the positive, 
immediate, and ongoing impact it will have in our communities! 

 
Location of Pollinator Garden _____________________________ 

 
Planted by (Name of Garden Club) _________________________ 

 
City___________________________________________________ 

 
Send to Anita Allen at:  wildverbena@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 

  

On Thursday, May 28th, 2026, the Hay House opened 

her doors for the Federated Garden Clubs Program, 

“Rooted in Tradition, as We Celebrate American 

Gardening.” Members and guests came together for a 

program and luncheon, while learning more about the 

Federated Garden Club and the wonderful opportunities 

offered to its’ members! An optional self-guided Hay 

House tour was also available after the event! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

Can you say, “PLANTS for SALE!” 

The Sautee Nacoochee Center is holding their 

Fall Native Plant Center at 

the Lynda and Ted Doll Native Plant Nursery 

161 Georgia 255 

Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571, USA. 

HOURS: Friday, September 18: 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Saturday, September 19: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Purchase hard to find native plants that are native to north Georgia! 

Choose from perennials for shade, sun, moist, dry, borders, slopes 

and more! Plants are grown without chemical pesticides or fertilizers 

so that pollinators and wildlife are not harmed. 

 

 

Looking for Native Plants only? This link below will take you to the recommended  

‘Native Plant Nurseries List’ from the State Botanical Garden of Georgia, University of Georgia, 

Georgia Native Plant Initiative and Georgia Native Seed Network. 

https://botgarden.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Recommended-Native-Plant-Nurseries-List-

GNPI-SBG-June-2025-1-1-1.pdf 

Middle Georgia Master Gardener 

September 12th, 2026 Fall Plant Sale 

9:00 am- 4:00 pm 

Macon State Farmers Market 

2055 Eisenhower Parkway 

Macon, Georgia  31206 

Plus… 

“Ask a Master Gardener!” 

Lowe’s on Zebulon in Macon, GA 

9.18, 9.19, 10.9, 10.10 (9:00 am -12:30) 

Perry’s Farmers Market, Perry GA 

9.19 and 10.17 (9:00 am - 1:00 pm) 

  
 

Augusta AMG’S Fall Plant Sale Fundraiser! 

Saturday, September 19, 2026 ~ 10:00 AM  1:00 PM 

Pendleton King Park Franke Pavillion 

1600 Troupe Street  Augusta, GA 

Just in time for your fall planting needs, the Augusta Area 

Master Gardeners will be holding its annual plant and tree 

sale.  All kinds of plants (vegetable, herbs, house plants, 

etc.) and trees will be available for purchase.  Vendors will 

also be there offering their unique items.  Proceeds will be 

used to fund community projects throughout the Central 

Savannah River Area (CSRA) 

 

The thing is, there really is room for one more plant… 

Chicopee Woods Agricultural Center 

1855 Calvary Church Rd. 

Gainesville, GA 30507 

Friday, September 25, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday, September 26, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Admission is $2, Kids 12 and under admitted free. Plenty 

of handicapped parking. Rain or shine. Covered arena.

More than 40 vendors selling trees, shrubs, native plants, 

perennials, annuals, fall vegetable plants, houseplants, 

garden art, birdhouses, hand-crafted gifts from the garden, 

honey and preserves! 

 

https://botgarden.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Recommended-Native-Plant-Nurseries-List-GNPI-SBG-June-2025-1-1-1.pdf
https://botgarden.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Recommended-Native-Plant-Nurseries-List-GNPI-SBG-June-2025-1-1-1.pdf


  Crock Pot Dump and Delicious Buffalo Chicken Dip 

2, 12 oz cans of drained chicken breast on the bottom 

½ cup Red Hot buffalo wing sauce over chicken breast 

1, 8 oz block of cream cheese, placed in the middle 

½ cup chunky blue cheese dressing, over cream cheese 

1 heaping cup cubed mozzarella cheese, spread out 

1 heaping cup cubed sharp cheddar cheese, spread out 

Add a pinch of garlic and onion powder on top 
 

Place in order, on low, in crockpot, all above items. 3 + hrs, 

stir well, serve with tortilla chips or bread pieces. ENJOY! 

      It may seem, 

     oh, so trivial,  

to us: a simple  

hello, or a  

heartfelt smile.  

However… 

we do not know the kind of day the person in 

front of us is having. You can make all the 

difference in the world with a smile and ‘hello!’ 

You may be the light, for someone in the dark.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Garden Club Members… if you have not 

been to a Camellia District Meeting, you are 

truly missing out!  

Fun friendship, familiar camaraderie, and 

joyful fellowship is had by all in attendance! 

Pictured on this page are a few snapshots of 

our summer meeting in Eastman. 

…so…come join us in October! That meeting 

has shopping and raffle baskets as well! 

 

 

Fun, Fall Festivals to Visit… 

Byron BBQ Festival 9.18 & 9.19  

Barnesville Buggy Days, 9.19 & 9.20 

Fitzgerald Fall Festival, 9.26 

Hahira Honeybee Festival, 9.28-10.3 

St. Mary’s Seafood Festival, 10.3 

Georgia National Fair, 10.8-10.18 

Camellia/Magnolia Flower Show 10.8-10.10 

Sylvester Peanut Festival, 10.16 & 10.17 

Milledgeville Deep Roots Festival, 10.17 

Macon, Georgia Greek Festival, 10.23-10.25 

Madison Chili Cookoff & Fall Festival 10.24 

South Georgia State Fair, 10.29-11.8 

Ocilla Sweet Potato Festival, 10.31 

9th Annual Easterseals Rodeo, Dublin, 11.6-11.7 

Middle Georgia Rodeo, Unadilla, 11.12-11.14 

Local Farmer Markets are a great place to find 

local produce, plants, and hand-made foods. 

Here are a few located middle Georgia, south:  

Dublin Farmers Market on Madison, Sat. 8-12 

Wesleyan Market, Macon, 2nd Saturday   

Poplar Street Farmers Market, Macon Wed. 3-6 

International City Farmers Market located in 

Warner Robbins, Th. 1-5:30  

Bluebird Market, Thomaston, Sat. 8-12 

Milly Market Milledgeville, 9.19 & 10.3  

Lenny’s Farmers Market, Americus, Sat. 8-12 

Barnesville Farmers Market, Th. 12-6  

Dodge County Farmers Market, 9.26 from 9-1 

Perry Farmers Market Sat. 9-1 

   



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, June 30th, 2026, A Blue Star Marker was placed 

at the Jimmy Carter Library and Museum in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The Blue Star Memorial Marker dedication ceremony honors 

both our Past President from Georgia, Jimmy Carter, 

as well as all who have served, are serving or will serve in the 

United States Armed Forces! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

GREENBRIAR GARDEN CLUB HOSTS COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

FOR AMERICA’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY 

  

Greenbriar Garden Club of Warner Robins hosted a celebration on the 9th of June in honor of 

America’s 250th Anniversary.  The celebration was held at Robins Air Force Base Museum of 

Aviation, where club members & the community were treated to patriotic music performed by Laura 

Hancock’s Heartland Flute Ensemble and the Rockin’ Robins singers, led by Sandra Meadows.  

   

After an introduction by Sherin Hinnant, the program featured American Legion Post 172, who 

proudly conducted the Presentation of Colors to honor the nation and its veterans.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by retired USAF Sergeant Romer Henry. Greenbriar member, Jo Robbins, shared 

a reflection on “Faith and Freedom,” followed by David Washington’s vivid stories about “Georgia’s 

Signers” of the Declaration of Independence.  As the celebration concluded, The Rockin’ Robins 

singers led the audience in singing, “My Country Tis of Thee” and “God Bless America,” before 

guests departed to the “Armed Forces Medley,” performed by the Heartland Flute Ensemble, a 

spirited farewell honoring America’s enduring spirit. (photos below, names listed above) 

 

  

 

  

 



  

   The GCG 

   is turning  

   100! To  

   help offset 

   some of  

   the costs, 

the ‘Century Club’ was established. 

Members and Clubs who donate 

$100 will receive a lapel pin along 

with other benefits as 2028 draws 

closer and events start to take place.  

Please contact Barbara Bourque at 

b.bourque@comcast.net or by phone: 

404-374-2828. For more information 

www.gardenclubofgeorgia.org 

 

 

 From the Garden Club of Georgia (above/below): 

 

Okefenokee Gains UNESCO World Heritage Site Status 

 

Fantastic News!!!! – After more than 4 decades in the making, 

and after 2 years since being officially nominated, the 

Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge was inscribed as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site on Saturday, July 25, 2026 by the 

World Heritage Committee at its 48th annual session in Busan, 

South Korea. 

 

• This is the FIRST World Heritage Site in Georgia 

 

• This is the 27th site in the United States (other natural 

sites include: Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, and Yosemite 

National Parks) 

 

• This is the 1st site to be managed by the National Wildlife 

Refuge System 

 

This newly achieved status is well-deserved and serves as an 

acknowledgment of the swamp’s world-class ecosystems…  

The Okefenokee is North America’s largest blackwater swamp.   

It provides habitat to more than 1,270 species of plants and 

animals. Most of the swamp’s wilderness is the same as it was 

6000 years ago, making it one of largest intact wetland 

complexes left on Earth. 

 

Above, Erin Garden Club 

members, DAR members, 

Dublin Fire Chief Jonathan 

Peacock, FBC Minister of 

Music, and Veterans from the 

Carl Vinson VA joined Dublin 

City Council as Mayor Joshua 

Kight officially proclaimed 

2026 as the year of 

America's 250th Celebration 

during a recent ceremonial 

proclamation! 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgcg.member365.org%2Ftracking%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DdW5pcXVlY2xpZW50aWQ9blZNY0VZbHlNWGxqcm9uMHdIZDhidyZ1bmlxdWVhY2Nlc3NpZD1iNDVlNjAwMmViODFmYjhmNjMwMDAzODE0ODE5MDUxYmFkNzFhZTBlJmxpbmtpZD0xMjM2JmNvbnRhY3RpZD01NTQzMA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C252db942fdb1464787d508deeccaf8d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208553668980911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qr8dtuEDUudtsLztyR02lSGR8bMSi9Z9cdMQK7W5QL0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgcg.member365.org%2Ftracking%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DdW5pcXVlY2xpZW50aWQ9blZNY0VZbHlNWGxqcm9uMHdIZDhidyZ1bmlxdWVhY2Nlc3NpZD1iNDVlNjAwMmViODFmYjhmNjMwMDAzODE0ODE5MDUxYmFkNzFhZTBlJmxpbmtpZD0xMjM2JmNvbnRhY3RpZD01NTQzMA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C252db942fdb1464787d508deeccaf8d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208553668980911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qr8dtuEDUudtsLztyR02lSGR8bMSi9Z9cdMQK7W5QL0%3D&reserved=0


 

Just so we are all ‘in the know…’ The Garden Club of Georgia has an awards opportunity for all 

Garden Club Members throughout our state! These awards are for the many activities we do within 

our clubs, within our communities, and beyond. The awards are vast, and cover so many different 

topics… they are explained in detail on the GCG website, however, if anyone does not understand 

something or needs more explanation, please reach out to Diane Malone, the GCG Awards Chairman 

@ awardschairmangcga@gmail.com or 770.490.7417 

The GCG Awards Handbook is located towards the bottom of the GCG website page @ 

www.gardenclubofgeorgia.org  Scroll down and look for ‘Awards’ in green, and then below the green 

box, there is ‘Awards Handbook’ bold and underlined on the left. Click that, and you will find so 

many details and award descriptions to seek out! There is also a very helpful ‘how to’ video as well, 

highlighted in blue! (Awards Workshop 2025) Good luck! 

 



  

Erin Garden Club Members below, working together to help prepare the 

outside of the Habitat for Humanity house for a beautiful dedication! 

 
  

…a very active summer for the Erin Garden Club in Dublin, Georgia! 

Melinda Screws 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

10 Fun Fall Things to Do! 

Enjoy a new fall coffee flavor with a friend: Have a mid-afternoon bonfire and make s’mores 

Take a walk in a wooded area that is dropping leaves: Try a fall dessert you never tried before 

Sit on the front or back porch and listen: Find an apple picking orchard, and pick away 

Go to an early movie and splurge on popcorn: Take lunch to someone who does not get out 

Invite a friend over for lunch: Visit a pumpkin patch, buy one, and take a hayride 

 

 

Fall Garden Reminders: 

~ Allow healthy plants to naturally mulch down if possible 

~ Dig up and throw in the garbage, unhealthy diseased plants 

~ Pull weeds carefully, to not disturb nearby wanted plant roots 

~ Pick up sticks and limbs that can become a tripping hazard once the leaves fall 

~ Like a certain flower spot? Note it down! Dislike a certain flower spot? Pull it up! 

~ Replace, align, and/or fix any fencing and plant support 

~ Do any plants need to be moved? Make note and plan now 

~ Any trees or bushes need to be trimmed from the house? Take note to have it done 

during winter dormant months 

~ Was/is there an abundance of mosquitos? Seek out and dump any standing water 

and/or alter areas that hold water  

~ Seed collection time is upon us. Use paper envelopes or paper bags and clearly 

mark what you are putting in the bag (flower name, color, size, best place to plant it). 

~ Mark plants in the ground that need to be divided in winter, and where we want to 

place them, so we do not forget to do so  

~ We live in Georgia: check for ticks often 

~ Regardless of cooler weather, stay hydrated and take breaks 

 

 The Georgia National Fair in Perry Georgia is coming next month… 

and that means our 2026 Magnolia / Camellia Flower show is headed our way! 

Please see below for some ‘Official Information’ and  

continue to check the fair website for further details www.georgianationalfair.com 

It comes on as a thought, back in my mind, the house seems more quiet, as I lose track of the time. 

The light and the shadows, they were not there before, the leaves on the driveway, they speak so much 

more. The mornings are cooler, there’s dew on the leaves, a single bloom pops her head, challenging 

that breeze. Her potmates have turned, brown, black and dry, already giving in, to the altering sky. We 

know it is changing, the air, light, and days, preparing themselves, for a future display. Plain and 

simple, it may seem summer flees, yet I still hear her calling silently, back to me. 



 

 
Georgia National Fair 

and 

Magnolia District V and Camellia District IV 

Members of 

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc., 

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc., and 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Present: 

 

 

 

 

 

A NGC Standard Flower Show 

October 9-11, 2026 
 

October 9, 2026 1:00 PM – 10:00 PM 

October 10, 2026 10:00 AM – 10:00 PM 

October 11, 2026 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 

Miller-Murphy-Howard Building 

Georgia National Fairgrounds 

401 Larry Walker Parkway Perry 

Georgia 31069 
 

Admission Free With Gate Fee 

 

 

 



 

  
2026 A STAR SPANGLED SALUTE 

Division IV Youth “Emerging Patriots” Information: 

Co-Chairmen: Drenda Sternenberg and Penny Daniels 
www.georgianationalfair.com 

Rules (this page and the top of the next page):      page 1 of 2 

1.The NGC Exhibit Policies are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Revised 2017- 2025, 2nd 

Edition, Pp 87-89, “Youth and Sponsored Groups.”  

The Youth Age Divisions are: 

Juniors: Preschool through age 7; Intermediates: ages 8 through 12;  

and High School: ages 13 through 18. 

2.. Youth Exhibits are evaluated using the Photography Scale of points, the Design Scale of Points and 

the Artistic Crafts Scale of Points.  

3. Entry card must state the age of each exhibitor with their entry.  

4. Eligible for Youth Top Exhibitor Award in each age category of each of the three Sections.  

 

GNF Awards for Section A, B & C: 1st ($15) 2nd ($10) 3rd ($8) HM ($6)  

* Premium checks for the Youth Division will be mailed from the Standard Flower Show Committee  

 

SECTION A Botanical Arts: Photography “Picture the Future”  

Photograph of flowers, insects or landscapes (cannot include people or animals). Photograph should be 

mounted on a sheet of black cardstock, no larger than 9” X 12”. No frame allowed. To be displayed on 

a cream-colored wall. Judged by the Photography Scale of Points. (Revised Hb, 2017-2022, 2nd 

Edition, Pp 95-96; Scale of Points Pg 131)  

 

Class 1 “Flower Stars” Age preschool – 7 years Photograph of Flowers  

Class 2 “Critters at Work” Age 8-12 years Photograph of pollinators”  

Class 3 “This Land Is My Land” Age 13-18 years Photograph of ornamental or vegetable gardens.  

 

SECTION B Botanical Arts: Artistic Crafts “Saluting Our Heritage”  

Exhibit staged in a space approximately 15” x 15” on a table 8’ wide X 30” high X 30” deep, top 

covered in white and skirted in green, furnished by the show committee. No artificial plant material 

may be used. Judged by the Artistic Crafts Scale of Points (Revised Hb 2017-2025, 2nd Edition, Pp 

94-95, Artistic Crafts Scale of Points Pg 131)  

 

Class 4 “The Liberty Bell” Age preschool—7 years Decorate a hand-held bell.  

Class 5 “The Boston Tea Party” Age 8-12 years Decorate a tea cup and saucer.  

Class 6 “A Fourth of July Picnic” Age 13-18 years Decorate a basket of designer’s choosing for a 

picnic. The Basket may be no larger than 8”x10” 

 

 



 

Division IV Youth “Emerging Patriots” Information continued: 

Rules (this page and the previous page):                   page 2 of 2 
 

SECTION C Botanical Arts: Design “Just My Size”  

An Exploration (free-style) design made using a drink cup from a fast-food store/restaurant and fresh 

or dried plant material. No artificial plants may be used. Each exhibit staged in a space approximately 

12” square on a stairstep fixture, 42” high x 48” wide, with each step 12” deep and 12” high, furnished 

by the Show Committee. Judged by the Design Scale of Points (Revised Hb, 2017-2025, 2nd Edition, 

Pp 130)  

Class 7 “A Small Appetite” Age preschool – 7 years Using a small cup no taller than 6 inches  

Class 8 “A Large Appetite” Age 8 – 12 years Using a medium cup no taller than 8 inches  

Class 9 “A Voracious Appetite” Age 13 - 18 years Using a large cup no taller than 10 inches 

Today or… 

Today is the day 

To make that call or 

To go for a walk or 

To head next door or 

To swing on the swing or 

To bake that cake, or cookies, or treat or 

To pick the flowers and place in a vase or 

To sit on the porch and stare at the sky or 

To drink the coffee, and add the cream or 

To visit that friend you have not seen or 

To see your mom or dad or sister, daughter or son 

To remember the moments that make you smile 

To read a book on the best seller list or 

To go fish or to picnic or better yet 

Today is the day to do you! Enjoy! 

 

 

 


